EPA/EPO/OEB
. D-80298 MUnchen
= +49892399-0
FAX +49 89 2399 - 4465

Européisches European Office européen

Patentamt Patent Office des brevets

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

Koglin, Olaf
Lenhardt Rechtsanwalte
Kurfirstendamm 46

IAEARA RN

Formalities Officer

LOLZ(I)ET\A%(EIWE Name: HUS. S- Zeiselmair
Tel. Y873 2151
pate 28-11-2005
Reference Application No./Patent No.
0123 K/S OPPO 03 99105948.6 - 2221 / 0927945

Applicant/Proprietor
Amazon.Com, Inc.

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Subject: O Your letter of

[0 Our telephone conversation of

[0 Communication of

a
Enclosure(s): XI Letter from the proprietor of the patent of 12/10/2005
[0 Letter from the opponent of
F. 29110

W Copy(copies)

[0 Communication:

Please take note.

For the Opposition Division
s Pate
. ‘\%c'\\ e nteo)f

> .
& <
[ )
©
. ©
2 El
2
3 @
-y )
% s
< X
% %:,\\.s

9 .
%unq 2010
[ Registered letter
EPO Form 29110 05.02  23.11.05

§721690



9

EPA/EPO/OEB
. D-80298 MUnchen
= +49892399-0
FAX +49 89 2399 - 4465

Européisches European Office européen
Patentamt Patent Office des brevets

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

Muller, Christoph Emanuel
Hepp, Wenger & Ryffel AG,
Friedtalweg 5

IAEARA RN

Formalities Officer

9500 Wil XXXa S. Zeiselmair
Tel.: )?8%
Date
28-11-2005
Reference Application No./Patent No.
SFIE0301 OPPO 02 99105948.6 - 2221 / 0927945

Applicant/Proprietor
Amazon.Com, Inc.

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Subject: O Your letter of

[0 Our telephone conversation of

[0 Communication of

a

Enclosure(s): W Letter from the proprietor of the patent of

12/10/2005

[0 Letter from the opponent of

XI Copy(copies)

F.29110

[0 Communication:

Please take note.

For the Opposition Division
s Pate
. ‘\%c'\\ e nteo)f

> .
& <
[ )
©
. ©
2 El
2
3 @
-y )
% s
< X
% %:,\\.s

9 .
%unq 2010
[ Registered letter
EPO Form 29110 05.02  23.11.05

§721690



Européisches European Office européen
v
EZ’B’E&%%E&H Patentamt Patent Office des brevets
= +49892399-0
FAX +49 89 2399 - 4465

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2
RN 0AA
Kiani & Springorum
Patent- und Rechtsanwélte Formalities Officer
Taubenstrasse 4 Name: PINEE S. Zeiselmair
40479 Dusseldorf ame: :
ALLEMAGNE Tel: Y573 2151
Date 28-11-2005
Reference Application No./Patent No.
OPPO 01 99105948.6 - 2221 / 0927945

Applicant/Proprietor

Amazon.Com, Inc.
BRIEF COMMUNICATION
Subject: O Your letter of

[0 Our telephone conversation of

[0 Communication of

a

Enclosure(s): K1 Letter from the proprietor of the patent of 12/10/2005
[0 Letter from the opponent of

[0 Communication:

Please take note.

For the Opposition Division
s Pate
. ‘\%c'\\ e nteo)f

> .
& <
[ )
©
. ©
2 E]
2
E B
‘_a )
% s
»00 \\\(;x

% "

LT 2ap0

[ Registered letter

EPO Form 29110 05.02 23.11.05 8221690



9

EPA/EPO/OEB
. D-80298 MUnchen
= +49892399-0
FAX +49 89 2399 - 4465

Européisches European Office européen

Patentamt Patent Office des brevets

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

Grlinecker, Kinkeldey, H

LU

Stockmair & Schwanhausser

Anwaltssozietat
Maximilianstrasse
80538 Miinchen
ALLEMAGNE

Formalities Officer
Name: K&¥ S. Zeiselmair
Tel.: ¥5¥% 2151

58

Date

28-11-2005

Reference

EP 15813 1-0348

Application No./Patent No.
99105948.6 - 2221 / 0927945

Applicant/Proprietor
Amazon.Com, Inc.

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Subject: xl

Enclosure(s):

OO OO OO0

Your letter of 12/10/2005

Our telephone conversation of

Communication of

Letter from the proprietor of the patent of

Letter from the opponent of

Copy(copies)

Communication:

Having regard to the current workload, it is expected that the Opposition Division will next
communicate with you in respect of the above-mentioned Patent No. with beginning of the

next year.

Please take note.

For the Opposition Division

.%G\\es Pate"l‘e/;,(,
o\

> .
& <
[ )
©
. ©
2 El
2
3 @
-y )
% s
< X
% %:,\\.s

S .
%0.ng 510

[ Registered letter

EPO Form 29110 05.02

23.11.05

§721690



GRUNECKER KINKELDEY STOCKMAIR & SCHWANHAUSSER

ANWALTSSOZIETAT

EPO - Munich
47

13, Okt. 2005

GKS & S MAXIMILIANSTRASSE 58 D-80538 MUNCHEN GERMANY RECHTSANWALTE PATENTANWALTE PATENTANWALTE
LAWYERS EUROPEAN PATENT ATTORNEYS ~ EUROPEAN PATENT ATTORNEYS
MUNCHEN MUNCHEN BERLIN
DR. HELMUT EICHMANN DR. HERMANN KINKELDEY PROF. DR. MANFRED BONING
GERHARD BARTH PETER H. JAKOB DR. PATRICK ERK, M.S. (MIT)
EUROPEAN PATENT OFFlCE DR. ULRICH BLUMENRODER, LL.M.  HANS HILGERS KOLN
CHRISTA NIKLAS-FALTER DR. HENNING MEYER-PLATH
ERHARDTSTR. 27 DR. MAXIMILIAN KINKELDEY, LL.M. ANNELIE EHNOLD DR. MARTIN DROPMANN
80298 MUENCHEN DR. KARSTEN BRANDT THOMAS SCHUSTER CHEMNITZ
ANJA FRANKE, LL.M. DR. KLARA GOLDBACH DR. CARMEN STEINIGER*
UTE STEPHANI MARTIN AUFENANGER * PATENTANWALTIN
DR. BERND ALLEKOTTE, LL.M. GOTTFRIED KLITZSCH ALICANTE
DR. ELVIRA BERTRAM, LL. M. DR. HEIKE VOGELSANG-WENKE  WOLFHARD MEISTER
KARIN LOCHNER REINHARD KNAUER DR, ANDREAS TORKA*
BABETT ERTLE DIETMAR KUHL RECHTSANWALT
CHRISTINE NEUHIERL DR. FRANZ-JOSEF ZIMMER
SABINE PRUCKNER BETTINA K. REICHELT —
CORNELIA SCHMITT DR. ANTON K. PFAU
BERNHARD MEHNERT, DIPL. ING. DR. UDO WEIGELT DR. WILFRIED STOCKMAIR
PETRA LUBBE RAINER BERTRAM (1996)
DR. SONJA BROTJE JENS KOCH, M.S. (U of PA) M.S.

BERND ROTHAEMEL
THOMAS W. LAUBENTHAL
DR. ANDREAS KAYSER

DR. JENS HAMMER

DR. THOMAS EICKELKAMP
DR. CARLO TORTI*
*EUROPEAN PATENT ATTORNEY

IHR ZEICHEN / YOUR REF. UNSER ZEICHEN 7 QUR REF. DATUM / DATE

EP15813IRKIsm 12.10.2005

European Patent No.: 0927 945
Application No.: 99 105 948.6
Proprietor: AMAZON.COM, INC.

It is respectfully requested to be provided with an indication as to the status of the opposition

proceedings.

(Kijauer)

GRUNECKER KINKELDEY TEL. +49 89 212350 DEUTSCHE BANK MUNCHEN
STOCKMAIR & SCHWANHAUSSER FAX +49 89 2202 87 No. 17 51734
MAXIMILIANSTR. 58 FAX +49 89 21869293 BLZ 700 700 10

D-80538 MUNCHEN hnp://wwwAgrunecker.de SWIFT: DEUT DE MM

GERMANY e-mail: info@grunecker.de



EPA/EPO/OEB Europdisches European Office européen
D-80298 Miinchen Patentamt Patent Office des brevets

+49 89 2399-0

523 656 epmu d

+49 89 2399-4465

e ‘
EXn [

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

M 1

Springorum, Harald

Kiani & Springorum

Patent- und Rechtsanwdlte

Taubenstrasse 4

40479 Disseldorf

ALLEMAGNE

Datum/Date
29-10-2004
L _
Zeichen/Ref./Réf. Anmeldung Nr./Application No./Demande n°./Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°.
OPPO 01 99105948.6-2221/0927945

Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire
Amazon.Com, Inc.

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

(
(
(

)

) Our telephone conversation of
) Communication of
)

Enclosure(s): ( ) Letter from the proprietor of the patent/opponent of

() Copy(copies)

X) Communication:

The change of address as been carried out as can be seen above.

Please take note.

S. Hue

Formalities Officer
Tel. No.: (+49-89) 2399-7573

( ) REGISTERED LETTER

EPO Form 2911 05.02 7053401 26/10/04



EXn [

EPA/EPO/OEB .
D-80298 Miinchen Patentamt Patent Office des brevets
+49 89 2399-0

523 656 epmu d
+49 89 2399-4465

Europdisches European

Office européen

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

" Koglin, Olaf R

Lenhardt Rechtsanwdlte

Kurfiirstendamm 46

10707 Berlin

ALLEMAGNE

Datum/Date
29-10-2004
L _
Zeichen/Ref./Réf. Anmeldung Nr./Application No./Demande n°./Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°.
0123 K/S OPPO 03 99105948.6-2221/0927945

Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire
Amazon.Com, Inc.

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Subject:

Enclosure(s):

Please take note.

S. Hue

Your letter of
Our telephone conversation of
Communication of

O1
Letter from the BREXFXRLOPOSKXEREXP@Pent /opponent of

18.10.2004 (received on 20.10.2004).

Copy(copies)

Communication:

Formalities Officer
Tel. No.: (+49-89) 2399-7573

( ) REGISTERED LETTER

EPO Form 2911 05.02

7053403  26/10/04




EPA/EPO/OEB Europdisches European Office européen
D-80298 Miinchen Patentamt Patent Office des brevets

+49 89 2399-0

523 656 epmu d

+49 89 2399-4465

EXn [

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

" Miller, Christoph Emanuel R

Hepp, Wenger & Ryffel AG,
Friedtalweg 5

9500 Wil
SUISSE
Datum/Date
29-10-2004
L J
Zeichen/Ref./Réf. Anmeldung Nr./Application No./Demande n°./Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°.
SFIE0301 OPPO 02 99105948.6-2221/0927945
Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire
Amazon.Com, Inc.
BRIEF COMMUNICATION
Subject: ( ) Your letter of
( ) Our telephone conversation of
( ) Communication of
()
O1

Enclosure(s): X) Letter from the yxopudedexxomdobhexpakent /opponent of
18.10.2004 (received on 20.10.2004).

() Copy(copies)

( ) Communication:

Please take note.

S. Hue

Formalities Officer
Tel. No.: (+49-89) 2399-7573

( ) REGISTERED LETTER

EPO Form 2911 05.02 7053402 26/10/04



Europdisches European Office européen
Eiﬁ,@%@%ﬁﬁaen Patentamt Patent Office des brevets

+49 89 2329-0
523 656 epmu d
+49 89 2399-4465

e ‘
EXn [

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

r Griinecker, Kinkeldey, B

Stockmair & Schwanhdusser

Anwaltssozietat

Maximilianstrasse 58

80538 Minchen

ALLEMAGNE

Datum/Date
29-10-2004
L _
Zeichen/Ref./Réf. Anmeldung Nr./Application No./Demande n°./Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°.
EP 15813 I-0348 99105948.6-2221/0927945

Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire
Amazon.Com, Inc.

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Your letter of
Our telephone conversation of
Communication of

Subject: )
)
)
)

NN NN

O1
Enclosure(s): X) Letter from the yxopudedexxomdobheopakext /opponent of

18.10.2004 (received on 20.10.2004).

() Copy(copies)

( ) Communication:

Please take note.

S. Hue

Formalities Officer
Tel. No.: (+49-89) 2399-7573

( ) REGISTERED LETTER

EPO Form 2911 05.02 7053400 26/10/04



cas1a-2aa4 21:89 FERA'E KIANI & SPRINGORUM - BARI23994465 : NLIM33S ra1

L *

KIANI & SPRINGORUM

PATENT-UND RECHT SANWALTS

*

Kixa) B 5PROT0AUN  PATENT-U, RTENTaANWAL T PpooTeacw 2e O\ 81 40080 Ofenstponr KIA NI & S PRINGORUM

Pa¥rnT-uND Rre HWTDANWALTR SO YAY
AII das POETPACH 24 OI BY 400R0 DOsrLOOAY
TAUAENSTR. & 40470 COSRELDORP

YILATIT/B320 &F7-0 FAX ORI /6828 £27.1

Europiische Patentamt RECHTSANWALTIN

Erhardtstr. 27 D S IAN e omantsomen DoEsses

Lomaacauryaactc s8p cCwEesue AR RACATAPENDTS
D - 80298 Miinchen

AR DRA SuR, FAKULTAY OEA BRIsAicA 3 (vedin wERBITAT

PATENTANWALT

QR, HARALD SORMNECAUM, T tecum
UAZAGIIV AUCH BRI OUN RURGFARSHER PATTNTANT
LEHADEALPINANTYEY 800 OEWRN LKA XN RECHTASOURTT
A8 2EP JVa, PaCuLTay ol Nemnsndd e uwen svdY

RECHTSANWALTIN
ALMUT SCHERER
TUOELASEES 821 DTm LANDGT™ICHT DOSSELOaRT

nur via Telefax 089/2399.4465 Ditsseldorf, den 18. Oktober 2004

In Sachen des Einspruchs

der Gesellschaft fir Informatik e.V., Ahrstr. 45, (RAin Nassim Kiani, PA Dr. Harald
D-53175 Bonn, Bundesrepublik Deutschland Springorum, RAin Almur Scherer,
Kiani & Springorum Parent- und
Rechtsanwilte, Diisseldor)
gegen
das europiische Patent Nr. 0 927 945 mit dem Titel

»Method and System for placing a purchase order via a communicarions network®

der Amazon.Com Inc., 1516 Second Avenue, Se- (Griinecker, Stockmair & Schwan-
artle, Washingron 98101, Vereinigte Staaten von hiusser Anwaltssoziexit, Miinchen)
Amerika

- Az. 99105948.6-2221/0927945 - teilen wir eine neue Anschnft der

Prozefi-/Verfahrensbevollmichtigren

wie folgt mit:

Rechtsanwiltin Nassim Kiani
Patentanwalt Dr.Harald Springorum
Rechtsanwiltin Almut Scherer

Kiani & Springorum

Patent- und Rechesanwilte
Taubenstr.4

%ijﬁsse]dorf

Empf.zeit:20/10/2004 21:14 Empf.nr.:540 P.00]



2@/1@/2.@214 21:89 FERA'E KIANI & SPRINGORUM - BOB923994465 NLIM3ZS ra2

L .
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v

.3.

Die zustindigen Anwaltskammeru, Gerichte und Behérden sind bereits informiert. Mitteilun-
gen, Schriftsétze und Zustellungen werden nunmehr ausschlieflich an die o.a. neve Anschrift

erbeten. Telefonnr., Faxnr., email-Adressen und Postfach bleiben unverindert.

KiA SPRINGORUM
PaTaryT ~ND S TrEAnWALTR

Dy//Harald/Spring
Patentanwalt

Empf.zeit:20/10/2004 21:15 Empf.nr.:540 P.002



EPA/EPO/OEB

+49 89 2329-0
523 656 epmu d

e ‘
EXn [

Europdisches European

D-80298 Miinchen Patentamt Patent Office

+49 89 2399-4465

Office européen
des brevets

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

" Koglin, Olaf R

Lenhardt Rechtsanwdlte

Kurfiirstendamm 46

10707 Berlin

ALLEMAGNE

Datum/Date
02-09-2004
L _
Zeichen/Ref./Réf. Anmeldung Nr./Application No./Demande n°./Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°.
0123 K/S OPPO 03 99105948.6-2221/0927945

Amazon.Com, Inc.

Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Subject:

Enclosure(s): X)

)

Please take note.

S. Hue

Your letter of
Our telephone conversation of
Communication of 03.05.2004.

Letter from the proprietor of the patentfoppamrxt of
24.08.2004.

Copy(copies)

Communication:

Formalities Officer
Tel. No.: (4+49-89) 2399-7573

( ) REGISTERED LETTER

EPO Form 2911 05.02

7053403  30/08/04




EPA/EPO/OEB

+49 89 2399-0

e ‘
EXn [

523 656 epmu d
+49 89 2399-4465

Europdisches European

D-80298 Miinchen Patentamt Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

" Miller, Christoph Emanuel R

Hepp, Wenger & Ryffel AG,

Friedtalweg 5

9500 Wil

SUISSE

Datum/Date
02-09-2004

L _

Zeichen/Ref./Réf.

Anmeldung Nr./Application No./Demande n°./Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°.

SFIE0301 OPPO 02 99105948.6-2221/0927945

Amazon.Com, Inc.

Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Subject: ()

Enclosure(s): X)

)
)

Please take note.

S. Hue

Your letter of
Our telephone conversation of

Communication of 03.05.2004.

Letter from the proprietor of the patentympponemt of
24.08.2004.

Copy(copies)

Communication:

Formalities Officer
Tel. No.: (4+49-89) 2399-/573

( ) REGISTERED LETTER

EPO Form 2911 05.02

7053402  30/08/04




Europdisches European Office européen
Eiﬁ,@%@%ﬁﬁaen Patentamt Patent Office des brevets

+49 89 2329-0
523 656 epmu d
+49 89 2399-4465

e ‘
EXn [

Generaldirektion 2 Directorate General 2 Direction Générale 2

M 1

Springorum, Harald, Dr.

Kiani & Springorum,

Patent- und Rechtsanwidlte,

Heinrich-Heine-Allee 29

40213 Diisseldorf

ALLEMAGNE

Datum/Date
02-09-2004
L J
Zeichen/Ref./Réf. Anmeldung Nr./Application No./Demande n°./Patent Nr ./Patent No./Brevet n°.
OPPO 01 99105948.6-2221/0927945

Anmelder/Applicant/Demandeur/Patentinhaber/Proprietor/Titulaire
Amazon.Com, Inc.

BRIEF COMMUNICATION

Your letter of
Our telephone conversation of

Subject: ()
()
X) Communication of 03.05.2004.
()

Enclosure(s): X) Letter from the proprietor of the patentympponenxt of
24.08.2004.

() Copy(copies)

( ) Communication:

Please take note.

S. Hue

Formalities Officer
Tel. No.: (+49-89) 2399-7573

( ) REGISTERED LETTER

EPO Form 2911 05.02 7053401 30/08/04



GRUNECKER KINKELDEY STOCKMAIR & SCHWANHAUSSER

GKS & S MAXIMILIANSTRASSE 58 D-80538 MUNCHEN GERMANY

EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE

ERHARDTSTR. 27
80298 MUENCHEN

IHR ZEICHEN / YOUR REF.

European Patent No. 0 927 945

Application No. 99 105 948.6

Proprietor: AMAZON.COM, INC.

Opponents: (1) GESELLSCHAFT FUR INFORMATIK E.V.

ANWALTSSOZIETAT

RECHTSANWALTE

LAWYERS
MUNCHEN

DR. HELMUT EICHMANN
GERHARD BARTH

DR. ULRICH BLUMENRODER, LL.M.
CHRISTA NIKLAS-FALTER

OR. MAXIMILIAN KINKELDEY, LL.M.
DR. KARSTEN BRANDT

ANJA FRANKE, LL.M.

UTE STEPHANI

DR. BERND ALLEKOTTE, LL.M.

OR. ELVIRA PFRANG, LL.M.

KARIN LOCHNER

BABETT ERTLE

CHRISTINE NEUHIERL

SABINE PRUCKNER

UNSER ZEICHEN / OUR REF.

EP15813 I RKjok

EPO - Munich

34

25, Aug. 2004

PATENTANWALTE
EUROPEAN PATENT ATTORNEYS

MUNCHEN

DR. HERMANN KINKELDEY
PETER H. JAKOB
WOLFHARD MEISTER

HANS HILGERS

DR. HENNING MEYER-PLATH
ANNELIE EHNOLD

THOMAS SCHUSTER

DR. KLARA GOLDBACH
MARTIN AUFENANGER
GOTTFRIED KLITZSCH

DR. HEIKE VOGELSANG-WENKE
REINHARD KNAUER
DIETMAR KUHL

DR. FRANZ-JOSEF ZIMMER
BETTINA K. REICHELT

DR. ANTON K. PFAU

DR. UDO WEIGELT

RAINER BERTRAM

JENS KOCH, M.S. (U of PA) M.S.
BERND ROTHAEMEL

DR. DANIELA KINKELDEY
THOMAS W. LAUBENTHAL
DR. ANDREAS KAYSER

DR. JENS HAMMER

DR. THOMAS EICKELKAMP
JOCHEN KILCHERT

DR. THOMAS FRIEDE

DR. ANJA DIETEL

PATENTANWALTE
EUROPEAN PATENT ATTORNEYS

BERLIN
PROF. DR. MANFRED BONING
DR. PATRICK ERK, M.S. (MIT}

KON
DR. MARTIN DROPMANN

CHEMNITZ
MANFRED SCHNEIDER

OF COUNSEL
PATENTANWALTE

AUGUST GRUNECKER
DR. GUNTER BEZOLD

DR. WILFRIED STOCKMAIR
{-1996)

DATUM / DATE

24 August 2004

(2) FLEUROP-INTERFLORA EUROPEAN BUSINESS COMPAY AG
(3) FORDERVEREIN FUR EINE FREIE INFORMATIONALE

INFRASTRUKTUR E.V.

WRITTEN STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO THE OPPOSITIONS FILED BY
GESELLSCHAFT FUR INFORMATIK E.V. (Opponent 1), FLEUROP-INTERFLORA
EUROPEAN BUSINESS COMPAY AG (Opponent 2), and FORDERVEREIN FUR EINE

FREIE INFORMATIONALE INFRASTRUKTUR E.V. (Opponent 3)

l. Requests

1. It is requested to reject the oppositions as filed by Opponent 1, Opponent 2 and

Opponent 3.

2. Auxiliary, oral proceedings are requested.
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Il. Admissibility

Opposition 3 is signed by Mr. Koglin. Mr. Koglin is obviously not on the list of European
representatives and for that reason, he may not act on behalf of an opponent in front of
the European Patent Office. Therefore, opposition 3 signed by him cannot be regarded as
an opposition in the name of FORDERVEREIN FUR EINE FREIE iNFORMATIONALE
INFRASTRUKTUR E.V. For this reason, opposition 3 should be deemed inadmissible.

Opposition 3 is substantially a copy of opposition 2. For this reason, we will refer only to
oppositions 1 and 2 in the following. In as far as opposition 3 is deemed admissible, any
comments made in regard to opposition 2 should be considered to apply vis-a-vis to
opposition 3.

. European Patent No. 0927045 Validly Claims the Priorities of Earlier Years
Applications US 928951 and US 46503

The subject matter claimed in claims 1 to 15 is disclosed in US 46503 and therefore the
time rank of the claimed subject matter is March 23, 1998. Column 12, line 17 to column
17, line 17 and FIGs 10 to 18 of the present patent are identically disclosed in priority
document US 46503 (merely the reference numerals differ being a consequence of
additional FIGs 1 to 9 stemming from priority document US 928951).

For this reason, cited referenced US 5737729 (D2) having a publication date of April 7,
1998 is not prior art in the sense of Article 54 EPC.

Opponent 2 has not specifically stated any particular features that in his opinion are not
sufficiently disclosed in the prior art document. In as far as Opponent 2 wishes to argue
that alleged violations of Article 123(2) EPC lead to the additional consequence that the
priority cannot be validly claimed, we refer to the following comments under IV, wherein it
is explained in detail why the claimed subject matter is in agreement with Article 123(2)
EPC.



IV. Article 123(2) EPC

A violation of Article 123(2) EPC was alleged only by Opponent 2, and not by Opponent 1.

In order to simplify the further discussion, we refer in the following to the feature analysis
as set forth by Opponent 2 under items 1, 2.1 and 2.2, respectively.

The claim wording of claims 1 and 7 as granted is clear and accurately defines what the
skilled person derives as the essential teaching in regard to gift delivery from the originally
filed application.

It is established practice that an applicant is not bound by the wording of originally filed
claims. If that would be the case, most divisional applications claiming subject matter that
was not claimed by the parent application would not be possible. What is important is if
the finally claimed teaching is sufficiently supported by the originally filed disclosure.

in particular, Opponent 2 considers the fact that features M1-.3 and M1-.4 of claim 1 as
filed for the divisional application are not included in granted claim 1 to be in violation of
Article 123(2) EPC. These two features both relate to an embodiment described in the
originally filed application according to which it is assumed that the information on the
recipient is not sufficient to allow a delivery, and in this regard it is suggested to obtain the
necessary information from other sources. This aspect is literally mentioned in column 13,
line 30 of the patent as an additional embodiment (see also column 14, line 36-39). Since
this is an additional embodiment, it is clear to the skilled person that the solutions
described before this additional embodiment have to be understood as not necessarily
requiring to obtain additional information from additional sources.

Moreover, the fact that FIG. 10 of the patent shows steps M1-3 and M1-.4 only as
optional steps, which may never be taken, it is evident that the skilled person derived from
the originally filed disclosure that these steps are optional and are in no way necessary or
essential.

The same comments apply to features M7-.3b and M7-.3c addressed by Opponent 2.



Furthermore, Opponent 2 is of the opinion that there is no basis in the originally filed
application for features M1.1, M1.5a and M1.5b. With respect to feature M1.1, it is clear to
the skilled person from the overall language of claim 1 that the gift does not, in fact,
physically come from the gift giver. If that would be the case, there would be no need for
the method according to claim 1.

The wording of claim 1 is to be understood by the skilled person in the sense that the gift
giver donates a gift to the recipient and that the delivery of the gift is made in accordance
with the claimed method.

In accordance with feature M1.5a, it is referred to column 12, lines 50 to 52, wherein it is
mentioned that “an attempt via electronic mail is made to initially contact the recipient and
gather sufficient delivery information®.

Details for the delivery information are disclosed, for example in column 17, lines 22 to 40,
suggesting as delivery information the postal address. Thus, feature M1.5a is sufficiently
disclosed.

The same comments apply to feature M7.5a.

Feature M1.5b provides the teaching that the physical delivery of the gift can take place
only if the gift delivery computer system has obtained the necessary, i.e. complete,
delivery information. From the overall disclosure in FIGs 10 to 18 and the related
description, it is clear that it is the gift delivery computer system that initiates the delivery
after the necessary information has been obtained, and since the gift delivery computer
system is an electronic system, this initiating is made electronically. Thus, feature M1.5b
is sufficiently disclosed.

The same comments apply to feature M7.5b.

With respect to feature M7.1, we would like to note that original claims 47 and 48 filed with
the parent application already were directed to a computer-readable medium claim.



V. Article 100 (b) EPC

Opponent 1 seems to raise on page 14 the grounds for opposition in accordance with
Article 100(b) EPC. This ground is not indicated in the summary of the request, as
provided on page 1 of Opponent 1’s letter dated August 27, 2003. In as far as the ground
in accordance with Article 100(b) EPC is considered to be raised by Opponent 1, we
would like to note that this ground most apparently cannot be considered to have any
merit, as the subject matter of claims 1 to 15 is undoubtedly disclosed in a manner that is
sufficiently clear and complete to be carried out by a skilled person.

VI._Article 52(2)(c) EPC

The present invention is related to a technical field and solves a technical problem by
technical features. The solution is based on technical considerations and provides
various “further technical effects”.

The present invention solves the object to simplify the donation of a gift, in particular a gift
purchased via the Internet (e-commerce) by a gift giver to a recipient.

The present invention achieves this by the steps of:

« receiving (1401, 1404) from the gift giver an indication that the gift is to be
delivered to the recipient and an electronic mail address of the recipient; and

« sending (1409) to a gift delivery computer system an indication of the gift and the
received electronic mail address,

wherein the gift delivery computer system coordinates delivery of the gift by:
« sending (1501b) an electronic mail message addressed to the electronic mail
address of the recipient, the electronic mail address requesting that the recipient
provide delivery information including a postal address for the gift; and

o upon receiving the delivery information, electronically initiating (1701-1708)
delivery of the gift in accordance with the received delivery information.
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