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THERE rnuay b= nn direct
Unk between  Ulegally
downlozding Madonna's
new albm and planting g
bomb on a commuler
trrin buot the two offencag
ltave hecome conflaled in
a debale mldng placs i
the Ruropean Parliament,

Suwe the 7 July atrorites
in Londow, Britains EU
presidency has mode g
pienty of pushing Hiough
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could be applied to all ofthe
ET% [pws "with wiich cri=
inel penaltes slould be
assoeinted  in onder ta
ensure thair efectivencss’
Thir week, 2 repracentns
tiva of the Cammisslon teld
MEPs thar It was withdmwe
lng its July propessl and
instcad wo present in
January g proposal for p
binding law: (The consent af
the Councl! end the Parlis-
trent would still be nesded )
Chatlette Cederschifld,
o Swediahl cons=rvative
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deputy, deseribas the four-
year prises sentenee idea
ax exemssive”,
She belleves that it i don-
s that the musls dows-
onding iszue hps bemn
drown into the dabs retens
tiob date. In an qpinion sha
drafted for the aoemblys
internal mogket and econ-
sumer prolechon commoit-
tee, she called for an inde
pendert asseszment of the
cansequences of dakn reten-
ton to be conducted hafrs
proveeding firrther, "Nabody

is roally enplalnime why
downloaders are terrorists
she 0y,

The Commissiens July
propozal snid that “intellec.
Al preperty offeness have
hecoma & very warrying phe=
nomenan, loked in soms
eAgeE to orpanived crimg”,

U Liberal Demoerd
MEF Bl Newton Dimn iz
lending offorts within the
aagermhly to hevs dats reten-
tion used agatnst music pira-
&y The rationale, he s said,
i that it i5 only proper

fight crime in genem] with
whitever resources are at
the Etrs digposal, mther
yan limiting the mensure to
extiermiet violence.

Civil  lbertarians  are
Eieru.r.rbed.. .thengh,  that

e Commissiont propocal
deseribes 2 “criminal
erEpisadon” 8z “a s ured
ofgasiation of more than
o pereots’t

It is conceiveble, some
clatm, that a saoall growp of
teenage rock: ar hip-hop
fms could be ponalised for

sharing unauthorised files,

"Dovaleading  is  a
madern fonn of listening 1o
the mudio,’ s Ante Wessgls
from the Foundation
for Frer Information
Infrasbueture. "I i just like
everybody trying to slip into
& movie thealre or 2 Hrous
for free when thay ware
youny; these are reqlly
small things. Svarking tu
Gghi  adaleseents  with
means mesnt for fighbng
erganised crime {8 not a
good iden”

A praposal oo remiming
wlecommunications data
When Tony Blairs govermn-
twenl  orginglly  juined
forees, with Sweden Fruneo
aird Ireland to suggest
mandatory data retenbon
Last year, it made elear that
this would b a taal to fight
lerrorism nnel seTious erime.

In the past few weoks,
Liywever, the entaitsinment
industry [ been urging
MEFs o widen tho doesier's
senpe in & vole seheduled
for 13 Decomber. Compa-
nirz sich as EMI, Wit Dle-
ney, Suny and Time-Wamn-
erhave gaid that data stoved
st be osed to help track
those who infringe copy-
right Laws oniine,

Franeine Cunningham, &
upokamwoman for the Intar.
nationel Fedembion of the
Chonographic  Industry
(LFPL), womps that 1t is Miflamn-
matary” to et that
rerqid Libels are "hijaciing”
ananti termgr law.

Aveunling Lo the IFPL, o
2004 EU law on intellec-
wal praperty, koown as
the enforeement directive,
alrepdy  tecopnises  the
oeed to use dara Jeld by
internet servloe providers
for Rglting music piracy.

Therr ale ather
moves afont that might
make the ruler againal
conyright  nfringemoent
Moke sleingent.

In July tle Europran
Commusion mit foyward
auprestiong lor A
non-binding decision on
stroupthening the "crimi-
sl low framework to comy-
hat intellectun! propecty
ulfences”™ 1t advucated thay
the EU memher stales
ahould engure that sush
nffences were punighalile
by up 10 lour yeprs o
prisun "when commitied
undet Lhe asgis af p erlay-
nal organization”

But that npproach is
Lieing rewgad e the: light of
# European Court of Justios
ruling in Seplember, whisl
npeted wp |.[I:r. pagibility af
the Commlssion adding
entiumal sanchnng in sup-
port af FLT law,

The rting was about o
dispute hetwern the Cinn-
cil of Minisrers and the
Commigsun aver sanrtions
for breaches of envirop-
mental law. The Cotunis-
sinn presented apaper Last
weel (23 November) argy- |
g that the judgement |




